Late CT manifestations in spontaneous putaminal haemorrhage.
Serial CT studies were performed on 61 patients with putaminal haemorrhage, to determine outcome. The average duration of the follow-up was 2 years and 5 months. Several types of late CT change were identified, including disappearance of the haematoma without a trace of haemorrhage, a residual cavity, deformity of the lateral ventricle, atrophy of the head of the caudate, white matter degeneration and linear pseudocalcification around the cavity. Small haematomas, comma-shaped and less than 2 cm wide might disappear without leaving any trace. A slit or small rounded residual cavity was a frequent result of elliptical or irregular haematomas with little mass effect. With prominent ventricular compression, there were distortion and dilatation of the lateral ventricle and atrophy of the head of the caudate nucleus, which might be accompanied by white matter degeneration and pseudocalcification around the cavity. Five cases (8%) were left with no trace of previous haemorrhage, 32 (52%) with a slit cavity, 10 (16%) with a small round cavity, 8 (13%) with a large cavity, 5 (8%) with no residual cavity but with ventricular deformity, and 1 (3%) with only pseudocalcification at the site of the haemorrhage.